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Obama honors courage and resilience of West, Texas at memorial service
President Obama honored the strength and resilience of West, Texas, in a speech at Baylor
University’s Ferrell Center on April 25, 2013. Just eight days after a fertilizer plant explosion
killed 15 people, including 10 first responders, and injured hundreds more, Obama addressed the
grieving town, commending its unity in the face of tragedy.

“No words adequately describe the courage that was displayed on that deadly night,” he said.

“While the eyes of the world may have been fixed on places far away, our hearts have been
here,” he said, emphasizing the nation’s solidarity with the small Texas town.

The explosion, which occurred on April 17, devastated West, a tight-knit community that lost
loved ones, homes, schools, and businesses. Obama acknowledged the impact of the tragedy on
the town’s spirit and resilience.

“To the families and neighbors grappling with unbearable loss, we are here to say you are not
alone and you are not forgotten,” he said.

Obama praised West’s “unbreakable spirit,” describing the town’s character as rooted in
community bonds. The president expressed that this sense of unity is what makes West unique
and deeply familiar to anyone who has experienced the strength of small-town America.

“What makes West special, what puts it on the map, is what makes it familiar… the people,” he
said.

He also recognized the compassion shown by Texans from nearby communities and Baylor
students, who immediately responded with support.

“Right here at Baylor, students stood in line for hours to donate blood,” he said. He commended
this outpouring of support, which he viewed as an example of neighbors coming together in the
face of hardship.

Obama continued by sharing his belief that small towns like West embody the qualities that make
America strong, emphasizing the importance of unity and mutual support in times of crisis.

“America needs communities where there is always someone to call when your car gets stuck or
your house gets flooded,” he said. “That’s what makes this country great — towns like West.”



The president’s words were impactful for those who watched the address, including Baylor
student Khalila Gonzales, who viewed a recording of the speech. Gonzales said Obama’s
remarks reinforced the strength of community in helping people through difficult times.

“He really emphasized community and the impact that standing for those around you has during
a tragic event,” Gonzales said.

Obama concluded his speech with a message of hope, assuring the people of West that their
unique identity and strength would carry them through the tragedy and beyond. He encouraged
residents to remember what makes West special, promising that the values defining their town
would persist despite the devastation.

“What makes West special isn’t going to go away… this tragedy shows people who you’ve
always been,” he said.

The president assured the crowd, saying he believed the courage of West’s people would “bring
West back” from the destruction they faced.

Obama’s words echoed throughout the Ferrell Center, leaving the community with a renewed
sense of hope and unity. The speech served as both a tribute to the lives lost and a reminder of
the strength found in small towns across America.


